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November 20, 2009 
 
 
Mr. Dan Leavitt, Deputy Director 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
Attn:  Los Angeles to San Diego Section EIR/EIS 
925 L Street, Suite 1425 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Mr. Leavitt: 
 
On behalf of the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG), thank you for 
the opportunity to comment on the California High-Speed Rail Project.  At our November 
meeting, the Governing Board unanimously voted to “support in concept” the California 
High Speed Rail Project, including the Los Angeles to San Diego Segment, which is to 
be routed through and include at least one station in the San Gabriel Valley.  We look 
forward to working with the CHSRA to address the operational and environmental issues, 
including train speeds, noise and grade separations, as well as specific routing, right-of-
way and station identification issues associated with this project. 
 
Should you have any questions or wish to discuss this further, please contact me at (626) 
564-9702.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas P. King, President 
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1           CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

2 Los Angeles to San Diego via the Inland Empire section.

3

4         Project EIR/EIS Public Scoping Meetings

5                   Monday, October 26

6                  City of West Covina

7                  City Hall First Floor

8                  1444 W. Garvey Avenue

9              West Covina, California 91790

10                  3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

11

12 COMMENT:

13 Sharon Gardner:  717 North Edenfield Avenue, Covina 91823.

14

15         I would be very much against having the High Speed

16 rail on the Metro link line.  Because in order to put a

17 line in there, they would have to take out the homes along

18 the Metro line.  So, I would be against that.  I would be

19 against loosing my home.

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1 COMMENTS:

2 David Avila:  3848 Paddy Lane, Baldwin Park, California

3 91706.

4

5         My concern or comment is that where the train's

6 going to run by our homes, due to the fact that we already

7 have Metro link running behind our homes, And the problem

8 we have with Metro link is they just blow those horns from

9 5:00 in the morning, and that guy falls asleep on the

10 horn.  I'm from here to that back area (indicating), which

11 is my back fence and we hear them and they're very loud.

12         My concern is they need to -- if these guys run on

13 the same tracks, what kind of noise control are they going

14 to have?

15         I would like to see both Metro link and this have

16 quiet zones.

17         The speed is also a concern because of the

18 schools.  Kids would go walking back and forth, so if the

19 tracks are open, they won't be able to stop for the kids

20 or anybody.  And it's hard to keep the kids out of there.

21         I don't know what line they are going to use, but

22 the least I would believe it should be the Metro link line

23 from El Monte to the Covina station.  It seems like that's

24 one of the alternatives, though.  Maybe it will be the

25 best, I don't know.
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1          I'm hoping they don't use that line.  The other

2 two lines seem more appropriate because there a lot of

3 space.

4         Underground would be very expensive and above

5 ground would drop the home values in the neighborhood.

6 So, that's also a concern for us.

7         Pretty much, that is it.  Like I said, speed and

8 noise are the two main factors that we are concerned about

9 in our backyards.

10

11                       * * * * * * *
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )

                       )  SS.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  )

3

4           I, PAULETTE VANTON, Certified Shorthand Reporter

5 No. 6962 in the State of California, duly empowered to

6 administer oaths, certify:

7           That said Scoping Meeting was taken before me at

8 the time and place therein set forth and was taken down by

9 me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed under my

10 direction and supervision, and I hereby certify that the

11 foregoing deposition is a full, true, and correct transcript

12 of my shorthand notes so taken.

13           I further certify that I am neither counsel for,

14 nor related to any party to said action, nor in anywise

15 interested in the outcome thereof.

16           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my

17 name on this 29th day of October 2009.

18

19         _____________________________________

20            PAULETTE VANTON, CSR NO. 6962

21

22

23

24
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1           CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN PROJECT

2                    SCOPING MEETING

3

4

5                         -oOo-

6

7

8

9

10

11

12         Scoping meeting taken at El Monte

13         Community Center, 3130 Tyler Avenue,

14         El Monte, California, commencing at

15         3:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 28, 2009,

16         before Katherine Jones, CSR NO. 10097.

17

18
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1

2   PUBLIC COMMENTS:

3   "FRISBEE"

4   MARISA PINA

5   BILL MARSH

6
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1           Wednesday, October 28, 2009; 3:00 p.m.

2                   El Monte, California

3

4                          -oOo-

5

6              FRISBEE:  I am definitely in favor of California

7   developing a high-speed rail network.  If nothing else, I

8   live in the Los Angeles area, and I think it has been a

9   terrible, if not tragic mistake to develop a city of several

10   million, based on the idea that it's doesn't matter how far

11   away people are, you can always drive there in your own

12   personal car.  Nothing else requires an enormous network of

13   streets, consuming an enormous amount of our surface area,

14   and a lack of apartment buildings.

15             The idea that everybody has to have their own

16   personal home, surrounded by their own personal lawn, all

17   lush, green grass -- we live in an area where it actually

18   has an actual shortage of water.  The last thing we should

19   have is lush, green lawns.  And everyone wants their own

20   individual house.  It would work much better if we got used

21   to living in apartments.  By "apartments," I don't mean

22   something you find in the suburbs; I mean two stories, four

23   or five stories, have the second floor be, you walk up, and

24   the ones above that, you take an elevator to.

25             But this way, if nothing else, where are the
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1   little children going to play?  They can get the ground

2   floor and don't have to go up the stairs and fall down the

3   stairs.

4             But we can get more people in a smaller area, that

5   way.  And frankly, we've got enough population that the idea

6   of spreading out doesn't work.  Better transportation, high

7   density solves that, but that's a side issue.

8             The high-speed rail network -- our cities are

9   actually a reasonable distance apart.  Use the train to

10   connect them, rather than have individuals driving their

11   cars 120 miles, or so, on freeways.  It's an awful lot of

12   land area being used.  And frankly, connecting north and

13   south, we're not going to build the freeways through or

14   coastal mountains, we're not going to build our freeways

15   through our coastal -- our inland mountains, which means we

16   build our freeways over the rest of the farmland we have.

17   That makes a whole lot of sense when our biggest industry in

18   the state is agriculture.  This is sort of weird, but it's

19   what we've been doing.  And trying to get people to stop

20   living this way is not easy.

21             Build the high speed rail.  People will slowly

22   realize that, rather than driving from L.A. to San Francisco

23   or even down to San Diego, or even flying -- currently it

24   will may take you hour and a half to fly from Los Angeles to

25   San Francisco, but you have to get there four hours
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1   beforehand to be in the airport to pass through the safety

2   precautions.  This gives you a five-and-a-half-hour trip.

3   Geez, isn't that the wonderful?  Take the train.

4             Frankly, I suspect it will be faster, much faster.

5   And it will save environmental damage.  Yes, it is expensive

6   to make a 4800 miles of railroad track.  By building a new

7   airport isn't cheap either, and frankly, we probably have

8   land available to put on -- to build the tracks on.

9             Locally, Ontario airport in the inland -- western

10   Inland Empire gets an awful lot of business and traffic and

11   is probably the best place to build a terminal.  Frankly,

12   since high-speed train, you don't want the stops to be any

13   closer than 50 or 60 miles?  It's -- yes, at top speed, the

14   trains are fast, but it takes a little while to get up

15   there.  You don't want to spend all your time braking and

16   building up speed.  Ontario sounds reasonable.  I'd like

17   there to be a stop in El Monte, but if there isn't, I'm not

18   gonna cry about it.  And I think that's about all I have to

19   say at this point.

20

21             MARISA PINA:  What criteria are you using to base

22   your decision on where to use primary or alternate routes?

23             Second question:  If your decision of route or

24   terminal is chosen will cause a residence to be removed, how

25   much in advance will the resident family be informed?
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1             Third question:  If monetary compensation, what

2   will it be based on?

3             And the fourth question:  If replaced from a

4   no-rent, house-payment residence, and forced to be moved to

5   a rent or house payment situation where there wasn't that

6   expenditure earlier, will the housing authority give aide to

7   those who need it?

8             Okay.  And I think that's it.  I am interested in

9   the environmental impact because we live right next to a

10   wiled life center, the Audubon in South El Monte.

11

12             BILL MARSH:  On the San Gabriel Valley segment in

13   the various alignments, they should be looked at in

14   relationship to the alignment in the gold line extension.

15   So that any alignment isn't going to syphon off ridership

16   from the gold line.

17           (Proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)
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1   STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )

                         )  SS.

2   COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  )

3

4             I, KATHERINE JONES, Certified Shorthand Reporter

5   No. 10097 in the State of California, duly empowered to

6   administer oaths, certify:

7             That said scoping meeting was taken before me at

8   the time and place therein set forth and was taken down by

9   me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed under my

10   direction and supervision, and I hereby certify that the

11   foregoing deposition is a full, true, and correct transcript

12   of my shorthand notes so taken.

13             I further certify that I am neither counsel for,

14   nor related to any party to said action, nor in anywise

15   interested in the outcome thereof.

16             IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my

17   name on this 30th day of October 2009.

18

19           _____________________________________

20              KATHERINE JONES, CSR NO. 10097

21         
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1           CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

2 Los Angeles to San Diego via the Inland Empire section.

3

4         Project EIR/EIS Public Scoping Meetings

5                   Monday, October 26

6                  City of West Covina

7                  City Hall First Floor

8                  1444 W. Garvey Avenue

9              West Covina, California 91790

10                  3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

11

12 COMMENT:

13 Sharon Gardner:  717 North Edenfield Avenue, Covina 91823.

14

15         I would be very much against having the High Speed

16 rail on the Metro link line.  Because in order to put a

17 line in there, they would have to take out the homes along

18 the Metro line.  So, I would be against that.  I would be

19 against loosing my home.

20
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1 COMMENTS:

2 David Avila:  3848 Paddy Lane, Baldwin Park, California

3 91706.

4

5         My concern or comment is that where the train's

6 going to run by our homes, due to the fact that we already

7 have Metro link running behind our homes, And the problem

8 we have with Metro link is they just blow those horns from

9 5:00 in the morning, and that guy falls asleep on the

10 horn.  I'm from here to that back area (indicating), which

11 is my back fence and we hear them and they're very loud.

12         My concern is they need to -- if these guys run on

13 the same tracks, what kind of noise control are they going

14 to have?

15         I would like to see both Metro link and this have

16 quiet zones.

17         The speed is also a concern because of the

18 schools.  Kids would go walking back and forth, so if the

19 tracks are open, they won't be able to stop for the kids

20 or anybody.  And it's hard to keep the kids out of there.

21         I don't know what line they are going to use, but

22 the least I would believe it should be the Metro link line

23 from El Monte to the Covina station.  It seems like that's

24 one of the alternatives, though.  Maybe it will be the

25 best, I don't know.
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1          I'm hoping they don't use that line.  The other

2 two lines seem more appropriate because there a lot of

3 space.

4         Underground would be very expensive and above

5 ground would drop the home values in the neighborhood.

6 So, that's also a concern for us.

7         Pretty much, that is it.  Like I said, speed and

8 noise are the two main factors that we are concerned about

9 in our backyards.

10

11                       * * * * * * *
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )

                       )  SS.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  )

3

4           I, PAULETTE VANTON, Certified Shorthand Reporter

5 No. 6962 in the State of California, duly empowered to

6 administer oaths, certify:

7           That said Scoping Meeting was taken before me at

8 the time and place therein set forth and was taken down by

9 me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed under my

10 direction and supervision, and I hereby certify that the

11 foregoing deposition is a full, true, and correct transcript

12 of my shorthand notes so taken.

13           I further certify that I am neither counsel for,

14 nor related to any party to said action, nor in anywise

15 interested in the outcome thereof.

16           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my

17 name on this 29th day of October 2009.

18

19         _____________________________________

20            PAULETTE VANTON, CSR NO. 6962
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1           CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN PROJECT

2                    SCOPING MEETING

3

4

5                         -oOo-

6

7

8

9

10

11

12         Scoping meeting taken at El Monte

13         Community Center, 3130 Tyler Avenue,

14         El Monte, California, commencing at

15         3:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 28, 2009,

16         before Katherine Jones, CSR NO. 10097.
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1

2   PUBLIC COMMENTS:

3   "FRISBEE"

4   MARISA PINA

5   BILL MARSH
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1           Wednesday, October 28, 2009; 3:00 p.m.

2                   El Monte, California

3

4                          -oOo-

5

6              FRISBEE:  I am definitely in favor of California

7   developing a high-speed rail network.  If nothing else, I

8   live in the Los Angeles area, and I think it has been a

9   terrible, if not tragic mistake to develop a city of several

10   million, based on the idea that it's doesn't matter how far

11   away people are, you can always drive there in your own

12   personal car.  Nothing else requires an enormous network of

13   streets, consuming an enormous amount of our surface area,

14   and a lack of apartment buildings.

15             The idea that everybody has to have their own

16   personal home, surrounded by their own personal lawn, all

17   lush, green grass -- we live in an area where it actually

18   has an actual shortage of water.  The last thing we should

19   have is lush, green lawns.  And everyone wants their own

20   individual house.  It would work much better if we got used

21   to living in apartments.  By "apartments," I don't mean

22   something you find in the suburbs; I mean two stories, four

23   or five stories, have the second floor be, you walk up, and

24   the ones above that, you take an elevator to.

25             But this way, if nothing else, where are the
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1   little children going to play?  They can get the ground

2   floor and don't have to go up the stairs and fall down the

3   stairs.

4             But we can get more people in a smaller area, that

5   way.  And frankly, we've got enough population that the idea

6   of spreading out doesn't work.  Better transportation, high

7   density solves that, but that's a side issue.

8             The high-speed rail network -- our cities are

9   actually a reasonable distance apart.  Use the train to

10   connect them, rather than have individuals driving their

11   cars 120 miles, or so, on freeways.  It's an awful lot of

12   land area being used.  And frankly, connecting north and

13   south, we're not going to build the freeways through or

14   coastal mountains, we're not going to build our freeways

15   through our coastal -- our inland mountains, which means we

16   build our freeways over the rest of the farmland we have.

17   That makes a whole lot of sense when our biggest industry in

18   the state is agriculture.  This is sort of weird, but it's

19   what we've been doing.  And trying to get people to stop

20   living this way is not easy.

21             Build the high speed rail.  People will slowly

22   realize that, rather than driving from L.A. to San Francisco

23   or even down to San Diego, or even flying -- currently it

24   will may take you hour and a half to fly from Los Angeles to

25   San Francisco, but you have to get there four hours
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1   beforehand to be in the airport to pass through the safety

2   precautions.  This gives you a five-and-a-half-hour trip.

3   Geez, isn't that the wonderful?  Take the train.

4             Frankly, I suspect it will be faster, much faster.

5   And it will save environmental damage.  Yes, it is expensive

6   to make a 4800 miles of railroad track.  By building a new

7   airport isn't cheap either, and frankly, we probably have

8   land available to put on -- to build the tracks on.

9             Locally, Ontario airport in the inland -- western

10   Inland Empire gets an awful lot of business and traffic and

11   is probably the best place to build a terminal.  Frankly,

12   since high-speed train, you don't want the stops to be any

13   closer than 50 or 60 miles?  It's -- yes, at top speed, the

14   trains are fast, but it takes a little while to get up

15   there.  You don't want to spend all your time braking and

16   building up speed.  Ontario sounds reasonable.  I'd like

17   there to be a stop in El Monte, but if there isn't, I'm not

18   gonna cry about it.  And I think that's about all I have to

19   say at this point.

20

21             MARISA PINA:  What criteria are you using to base

22   your decision on where to use primary or alternate routes?

23             Second question:  If your decision of route or

24   terminal is chosen will cause a residence to be removed, how

25   much in advance will the resident family be informed?
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1             Third question:  If monetary compensation, what

2   will it be based on?

3             And the fourth question:  If replaced from a

4   no-rent, house-payment residence, and forced to be moved to

5   a rent or house payment situation where there wasn't that

6   expenditure earlier, will the housing authority give aide to

7   those who need it?

8             Okay.  And I think that's it.  I am interested in

9   the environmental impact because we live right next to a

10   wiled life center, the Audubon in South El Monte.

11

12             BILL MARSH:  On the San Gabriel Valley segment in

13   the various alignments, they should be looked at in

14   relationship to the alignment in the gold line extension.

15   So that any alignment isn't going to syphon off ridership

16   from the gold line.

17           (Proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)
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1   STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )

                         )  SS.

2   COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  )

3

4             I, KATHERINE JONES, Certified Shorthand Reporter

5   No. 10097 in the State of California, duly empowered to

6   administer oaths, certify:

7             That said scoping meeting was taken before me at

8   the time and place therein set forth and was taken down by

9   me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed under my

10   direction and supervision, and I hereby certify that the

11   foregoing deposition is a full, true, and correct transcript

12   of my shorthand notes so taken.

13             I further certify that I am neither counsel for,

14   nor related to any party to said action, nor in anywise

15   interested in the outcome thereof.

16             IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my

17   name on this 30th day of October 2009.

18

19           _____________________________________

20              KATHERINE JONES, CSR NO. 10097
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1

2               PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

3         CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN SYSTEM

4   LOS ANGELES TO SAN DIEGO VIA THE INLAND EMPIRE

5

6

7

8

9             THURSDAY OCTOBER 29, 2009

10               3:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M.

11

12

13

14                      HELD AT

15            POMONA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

16               586 NORTH MAIN STREET

17                 POMONA, CALIFORNIA
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1 Comments:

2

3 1. Edward Sewell
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6 4. Mark Anthony Smith
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1   POMONA, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2009

2

3      MR. SEWELL:  At first I was kind of against it

4 because of the five billion dollars.  But I'm not

5 against it.  I'm actually for it.  You spread that five

6 billion over a few years and it will pay off.

7           But there's one reservation.  Do not raise my

8 taxes.  Just don't raise my taxes.  We're paying too

9 much in taxes.

10           This shouldn't be taxpayer funded.  I know

11 it's big.  But like any business, start small, make it

12 pay.  See what makes it pay.  But going in headlong

13 without knowing what does pay is not the right way to

14 get into any kind of business, whether it's this or any

15 other.

16           This is a business.  It has to be.  And that's

17 my reservation on it.  Too many takers, not enough

18 people earning.  The first thing that can happen is

19 dangerous.  So if they produce, fine.

20           Make it fair.  If someone is going to use

21 something, they're the people -- like if we go to buy a

22 tool, we have a purpose in mind.  We're buying the tool.

23           If a person buys a ticket on a bus, a ticket

24 on a train, they should be able to pay for it.  And

25 that's that.  If they can't, don't.  Otherwise they're
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1 not using good sense.  No fly now pay later.  It doesn't

2 work.  We're being taxed to death now.  That's about my

3 comment basically.

4           I know it's pretty heavy finances, but

5 otherwise you get too many hands out taking, taking.

6 And they'll take all the money first before anything is

7 actually in progress if you get too many planners or

8 consultants.  After you while you get down to common

9 sense.

10           The concept is good.  If the engineering is up

11 to it, the propulsion and the safety.  You're going to

12 have grades.  When it comes to California, you do have

13 different levels.  It's not flat.  Mountains and

14 deserts, and sea level.

15           I would like to know more about how they're

16 going to hold the rails together.  If they're using

17 something to screw the rails down, fastening and then

18 lock the screw, fine.

19           If they're using old fashioned railroad ties

20 and spikes, I can show you, right along the coastline,

21 Laguna, there's spikes where they actually move

22 themselves up, up, just due to the vibration, out of the

23 wood.  And they're laying flat, setting rails on wood

24 there.  Nothing to held them down.  I've seen that

25 personally myself.  How do you hold those rails down?
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1 You don't need a rotating train.

2                 (comment concluded)

3 ROSA MORENO AND ELSA MORENO: (via interpreter) We live

4 at 1295 Cornelia Street in Pomona, California.  We live

5 also near the 71 Highway and the 10 freeway, near where

6 they are proposing to build the high-speed train rail.

7     The first comment, what is going to happen with us

8 if they're going to relocate us, and if this project

9 will affect us.  And we are happy that Pomona will

10 benefit from the project and provide jobs.  It seems to

11 be a very good project.

12       We want to know more about the relocation property

13 acquisition process once a decision is made for the

14 alignment, and we want to continue to be informed of any

15 new developments that affect us directly.  We are

16 concerned about how that will affect our home and our

17 community.  We are hopeful that this project will

18 benefit our community.

19             (comment concluded)

20      MARK ANTHONY SMITH:  I live at 965 North Lilac

21 Place, Pomona, California 91768.  I think that when they

22 were saying that they want to have only one stop between

23 Union Station and Ontario Airport, it doesn't make any

24 sense, meaning you have two major interchanges between

25 Ontario and Union Station, and those interchanges is the
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1 57/210/10 freeway, and then you have the 71 that can

2 also feed into it.  Then on the 10 route you have the

3 605/10.

4      And the reason why they need stops at those areas

5 is because you serve a lot of people with ease that

6 could come down.  Like, for instance, if you went with

7 the 10/605 interchange, what would happen is people can

8 come down from Duarte, Pasadena, and Monrovia and all

9 those cities in the foothills, they come down.  People

10 from Whittier and the areas south can come up.  And

11 people in that immediate area, Baldwin Park, West Covina

12 and Rosemead to the west can all come in.  In other

13 words, perfect feeder, right?

14     Then out near Pomona you can serve this eastern end

15 of the San Gabriel Valley, because if you were to put a

16 stop at either Cal Poly or the 57/210 interchange,

17 because it's in that area, you would have people to be

18 able to come down from San Dimas, La Verne, Glendora,

19 and going to the east, Claremont, Montclair, coming up,

20 Diamond Bar, and to the west, Walnut.  From the east,

21 maybe some people from Montclair and Chino.

22        But those two interchanges serve to make it

23 easier for people to feed into it if you were to come

24 down the 10 route, or if you were to use the railroad

25 tracks, the old Southern Pacific Railroad tracks which
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1 is the new Union Pacific tracks, if you were to come

2 down that route, those would be the best interchanges

3 because they're right there for people to come there,

4 and you would have to just set stations in that vicinity

5 and it would be easy access for the different freeways

6 feeding into it.

7        But my feeling is that to just have one stop

8 between Los Angeles Union Station and Ontario doesn't

9 make any sense because this area is big, and they have

10 the populace to support it.

11       I guess that's it.

12                 (comment concluded)

13
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA   )

                      ) ss.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

3

4           I, RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305, do hereby

5 certify:

6           That the Transcript of Proceedings was taken

7 down by me in shorthand at the time and place therein

8 named, at which times the witnesses were placed under

9 oath and were sworn by me to tell the truth, the whole

10 truth, and nothing but the truth;

11           That the foregoing pages contain a full, true

12 and accurate record of all proceedings and testimony to

13 the best of my skill and ability.

14           I further certify that I am neither counsel

15 for any party in said action, nor am I related to any

16 party to said action, nor am I in any way interested in

17 the outcome thereof.

18           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name

19 this 30th day of October, 2009.

20

21

22                         ___________________________

23                         RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305

24
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5                         -oOo-

6
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10

11
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1           Wednesday, October 28, 2009; 3:00 p.m.

2                   El Monte, California

3

4                          -oOo-

5

6              FRISBEE:  I am definitely in favor of California

7   developing a high-speed rail network.  If nothing else, I

8   live in the Los Angeles area, and I think it has been a

9   terrible, if not tragic mistake to develop a city of several

10   million, based on the idea that it's doesn't matter how far

11   away people are, you can always drive there in your own

12   personal car.  Nothing else requires an enormous network of

13   streets, consuming an enormous amount of our surface area,

14   and a lack of apartment buildings.

15             The idea that everybody has to have their own

16   personal home, surrounded by their own personal lawn, all

17   lush, green grass -- we live in an area where it actually

18   has an actual shortage of water.  The last thing we should

19   have is lush, green lawns.  And everyone wants their own

20   individual house.  It would work much better if we got used

21   to living in apartments.  By "apartments," I don't mean

22   something you find in the suburbs; I mean two stories, four

23   or five stories, have the second floor be, you walk up, and

24   the ones above that, you take an elevator to.

25             But this way, if nothing else, where are the
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1   little children going to play?  They can get the ground

2   floor and don't have to go up the stairs and fall down the

3   stairs.

4             But we can get more people in a smaller area, that

5   way.  And frankly, we've got enough population that the idea

6   of spreading out doesn't work.  Better transportation, high

7   density solves that, but that's a side issue.

8             The high-speed rail network -- our cities are

9   actually a reasonable distance apart.  Use the train to

10   connect them, rather than have individuals driving their

11   cars 120 miles, or so, on freeways.  It's an awful lot of

12   land area being used.  And frankly, connecting north and

13   south, we're not going to build the freeways through or

14   coastal mountains, we're not going to build our freeways

15   through our coastal -- our inland mountains, which means we

16   build our freeways over the rest of the farmland we have.

17   That makes a whole lot of sense when our biggest industry in

18   the state is agriculture.  This is sort of weird, but it's

19   what we've been doing.  And trying to get people to stop

20   living this way is not easy.

21             Build the high speed rail.  People will slowly

22   realize that, rather than driving from L.A. to San Francisco

23   or even down to San Diego, or even flying -- currently it

24   will may take you hour and a half to fly from Los Angeles to

25   San Francisco, but you have to get there four hours
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1   beforehand to be in the airport to pass through the safety

2   precautions.  This gives you a five-and-a-half-hour trip.

3   Geez, isn't that the wonderful?  Take the train.

4             Frankly, I suspect it will be faster, much faster.

5   And it will save environmental damage.  Yes, it is expensive

6   to make a 4800 miles of railroad track.  By building a new

7   airport isn't cheap either, and frankly, we probably have

8   land available to put on -- to build the tracks on.

9             Locally, Ontario airport in the inland -- western

10   Inland Empire gets an awful lot of business and traffic and

11   is probably the best place to build a terminal.  Frankly,

12   since high-speed train, you don't want the stops to be any

13   closer than 50 or 60 miles?  It's -- yes, at top speed, the

14   trains are fast, but it takes a little while to get up

15   there.  You don't want to spend all your time braking and

16   building up speed.  Ontario sounds reasonable.  I'd like

17   there to be a stop in El Monte, but if there isn't, I'm not

18   gonna cry about it.  And I think that's about all I have to

19   say at this point.

20

21             MARISA PINA:  What criteria are you using to base

22   your decision on where to use primary or alternate routes?

23             Second question:  If your decision of route or

24   terminal is chosen will cause a residence to be removed, how

25   much in advance will the resident family be informed?
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1             Third question:  If monetary compensation, what

2   will it be based on?

3             And the fourth question:  If replaced from a

4   no-rent, house-payment residence, and forced to be moved to

5   a rent or house payment situation where there wasn't that

6   expenditure earlier, will the housing authority give aide to

7   those who need it?

8             Okay.  And I think that's it.  I am interested in

9   the environmental impact because we live right next to a

10   wiled life center, the Audubon in South El Monte.

11

12             BILL MARSH:  On the San Gabriel Valley segment in

13   the various alignments, they should be looked at in

14   relationship to the alignment in the gold line extension.

15   So that any alignment isn't going to syphon off ridership

16   from the gold line.

17           (Proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)
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1   STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )

                         )  SS.

2   COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  )

3

4             I, KATHERINE JONES, Certified Shorthand Reporter

5   No. 10097 in the State of California, duly empowered to

6   administer oaths, certify:

7             That said scoping meeting was taken before me at

8   the time and place therein set forth and was taken down by

9   me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed under my

10   direction and supervision, and I hereby certify that the

11   foregoing deposition is a full, true, and correct transcript

12   of my shorthand notes so taken.

13             I further certify that I am neither counsel for,

14   nor related to any party to said action, nor in anywise

15   interested in the outcome thereof.

16             IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my

17   name on this 30th day of October 2009.

18

19           _____________________________________

20              KATHERINE JONES, CSR NO. 10097

21         
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1        Wednesday, October 21, 2009; 3:00 p.m.

2               Monterey Park, California

3

4                        -oOo-

5

6           KEN STERLING:  My only comment is in choosing

7 between the two routes, it seems so me, to make more sense

8 to make the 215 go through San Bernardino, for two reasons:

9 You open up more Inland Empire access for folks in San

10 Bernardino and farther out, and eventually, go through the

11 pass towards Vegas and Phoenix, and that's a perfect place

12 to cut off and go in that other direction.  You're already

13 there, so why not?

14

15             PAUL SCHUBER:  The 60 Route, I like that, versus

16 the Union Pacific Route because it doesn't impact as much

17 residental or other areas there.  I like the I-10 Route east

18 of that, versus the Metro Route or the UP Route, because it

19 will -- it will, hopefully, allow a station right there on

20 the 10, which will alleviate traffic on the 10.

21           The next one would be, I like the 15 route versus

22 the 215 route for development of the new areas of Riverside

23 County.  I find that the route using the 215 goes far out

24 and provides a lot of different turns that would slow down

25 the railroad and put it in areas that aren't very
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1 economically favorable.

2           And then, I like the Escondido option, transit

3 center, versus the Escondido Station.  It provides

4 intermodal transportation connections with other modes.

5           The next one I like is the Mira Mar Road versus

6 the Carol Canyon option, because it doesn't impact the

7 environment as much.

8           And then, next to that would be, I like the

9 University City option station, versus the University City

10 station, because it would, then, be closer to the University

11 and, again, be able to connect with intermodal, as well.

12         (Proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )

                       )  SS.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  )

3

4           I, KATHERINE JONES, Certified Shorthand Reporter

5 No. 10097 in the State of California, duly empowered to

6 administer oaths, certify:

7           That said Scoping Meeting was taken before me at

8 the time and place therein set forth and was taken down by

9 me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed under my

10 direction and supervision, and I hereby certify that the

11 foregoing deposition is a full, true, and correct transcript

12 of my shorthand notes so taken.

13           I further certify that I am neither counsel for,

14 nor related to any party to said action, nor in anywise

15 interested in the outcome thereof.

16           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my

17 name on this 29th day of October 2009.

18

19         _____________________________________

20            KATHERINE JONES, CSR NO. 10097
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1   POMONA, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2009

2

3      MR. SEWELL:  At first I was kind of against it

4 because of the five billion dollars.  But I'm not

5 against it.  I'm actually for it.  You spread that five

6 billion over a few years and it will pay off.

7           But there's one reservation.  Do not raise my

8 taxes.  Just don't raise my taxes.  We're paying too

9 much in taxes.

10           This shouldn't be taxpayer funded.  I know

11 it's big.  But like any business, start small, make it

12 pay.  See what makes it pay.  But going in headlong

13 without knowing what does pay is not the right way to

14 get into any kind of business, whether it's this or any

15 other.

16           This is a business.  It has to be.  And that's

17 my reservation on it.  Too many takers, not enough

18 people earning.  The first thing that can happen is

19 dangerous.  So if they produce, fine.

20           Make it fair.  If someone is going to use

21 something, they're the people -- like if we go to buy a

22 tool, we have a purpose in mind.  We're buying the tool.

23           If a person buys a ticket on a bus, a ticket

24 on a train, they should be able to pay for it.  And

25 that's that.  If they can't, don't.  Otherwise they're
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1 not using good sense.  No fly now pay later.  It doesn't

2 work.  We're being taxed to death now.  That's about my

3 comment basically.

4           I know it's pretty heavy finances, but

5 otherwise you get too many hands out taking, taking.

6 And they'll take all the money first before anything is

7 actually in progress if you get too many planners or

8 consultants.  After you while you get down to common

9 sense.

10           The concept is good.  If the engineering is up

11 to it, the propulsion and the safety.  You're going to

12 have grades.  When it comes to California, you do have

13 different levels.  It's not flat.  Mountains and

14 deserts, and sea level.

15           I would like to know more about how they're

16 going to hold the rails together.  If they're using

17 something to screw the rails down, fastening and then

18 lock the screw, fine.

19           If they're using old fashioned railroad ties

20 and spikes, I can show you, right along the coastline,

21 Laguna, there's spikes where they actually move

22 themselves up, up, just due to the vibration, out of the

23 wood.  And they're laying flat, setting rails on wood

24 there.  Nothing to held them down.  I've seen that

25 personally myself.  How do you hold those rails down?
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1 You don't need a rotating train.

2                 (comment concluded)

3 ROSA MORENO AND ELSA MORENO: (via interpreter) We live

4 at 1295 Cornelia Street in Pomona, California.  We live

5 also near the 71 Highway and the 10 freeway, near where

6 they are proposing to build the high-speed train rail.

7     The first comment, what is going to happen with us

8 if they're going to relocate us, and if this project

9 will affect us.  And we are happy that Pomona will

10 benefit from the project and provide jobs.  It seems to

11 be a very good project.

12       We want to know more about the relocation property

13 acquisition process once a decision is made for the

14 alignment, and we want to continue to be informed of any

15 new developments that affect us directly.  We are

16 concerned about how that will affect our home and our

17 community.  We are hopeful that this project will

18 benefit our community.

19             (comment concluded)

20      MARK ANTHONY SMITH:  I live at 965 North Lilac

21 Place, Pomona, California 91768.  I think that when they

22 were saying that they want to have only one stop between

23 Union Station and Ontario Airport, it doesn't make any

24 sense, meaning you have two major interchanges between

25 Ontario and Union Station, and those interchanges is the
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1 57/210/10 freeway, and then you have the 71 that can

2 also feed into it.  Then on the 10 route you have the

3 605/10.

4      And the reason why they need stops at those areas

5 is because you serve a lot of people with ease that

6 could come down.  Like, for instance, if you went with

7 the 10/605 interchange, what would happen is people can

8 come down from Duarte, Pasadena, and Monrovia and all

9 those cities in the foothills, they come down.  People

10 from Whittier and the areas south can come up.  And

11 people in that immediate area, Baldwin Park, West Covina

12 and Rosemead to the west can all come in.  In other

13 words, perfect feeder, right?

14     Then out near Pomona you can serve this eastern end

15 of the San Gabriel Valley, because if you were to put a

16 stop at either Cal Poly or the 57/210 interchange,

17 because it's in that area, you would have people to be

18 able to come down from San Dimas, La Verne, Glendora,

19 and going to the east, Claremont, Montclair, coming up,

20 Diamond Bar, and to the west, Walnut.  From the east,

21 maybe some people from Montclair and Chino.

22        But those two interchanges serve to make it

23 easier for people to feed into it if you were to come

24 down the 10 route, or if you were to use the railroad

25 tracks, the old Southern Pacific Railroad tracks which
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1 is the new Union Pacific tracks, if you were to come

2 down that route, those would be the best interchanges

3 because they're right there for people to come there,

4 and you would have to just set stations in that vicinity

5 and it would be easy access for the different freeways

6 feeding into it.

7        But my feeling is that to just have one stop

8 between Los Angeles Union Station and Ontario doesn't

9 make any sense because this area is big, and they have

10 the populace to support it.

11       I guess that's it.

12                 (comment concluded)
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA   )

                      ) ss.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

3

4           I, RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305, do hereby

5 certify:

6           That the Transcript of Proceedings was taken

7 down by me in shorthand at the time and place therein

8 named, at which times the witnesses were placed under

9 oath and were sworn by me to tell the truth, the whole

10 truth, and nothing but the truth;

11           That the foregoing pages contain a full, true

12 and accurate record of all proceedings and testimony to

13 the best of my skill and ability.

14           I further certify that I am neither counsel

15 for any party in said action, nor am I related to any

16 party to said action, nor am I in any way interested in

17 the outcome thereof.

18           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name

19 this 30th day of October, 2009.

20

21

22                         ___________________________

23                         RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305
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1   POMONA, CALIFORNIA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2009

2

3      MR. SEWELL:  At first I was kind of against it

4 because of the five billion dollars.  But I'm not

5 against it.  I'm actually for it.  You spread that five

6 billion over a few years and it will pay off.

7           But there's one reservation.  Do not raise my

8 taxes.  Just don't raise my taxes.  We're paying too

9 much in taxes.

10           This shouldn't be taxpayer funded.  I know

11 it's big.  But like any business, start small, make it

12 pay.  See what makes it pay.  But going in headlong

13 without knowing what does pay is not the right way to

14 get into any kind of business, whether it's this or any

15 other.

16           This is a business.  It has to be.  And that's

17 my reservation on it.  Too many takers, not enough

18 people earning.  The first thing that can happen is

19 dangerous.  So if they produce, fine.

20           Make it fair.  If someone is going to use

21 something, they're the people -- like if we go to buy a

22 tool, we have a purpose in mind.  We're buying the tool.

23           If a person buys a ticket on a bus, a ticket

24 on a train, they should be able to pay for it.  And

25 that's that.  If they can't, don't.  Otherwise they're
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1 not using good sense.  No fly now pay later.  It doesn't

2 work.  We're being taxed to death now.  That's about my

3 comment basically.

4           I know it's pretty heavy finances, but

5 otherwise you get too many hands out taking, taking.

6 And they'll take all the money first before anything is

7 actually in progress if you get too many planners or

8 consultants.  After you while you get down to common

9 sense.

10           The concept is good.  If the engineering is up

11 to it, the propulsion and the safety.  You're going to

12 have grades.  When it comes to California, you do have

13 different levels.  It's not flat.  Mountains and

14 deserts, and sea level.

15           I would like to know more about how they're

16 going to hold the rails together.  If they're using

17 something to screw the rails down, fastening and then

18 lock the screw, fine.

19           If they're using old fashioned railroad ties

20 and spikes, I can show you, right along the coastline,

21 Laguna, there's spikes where they actually move

22 themselves up, up, just due to the vibration, out of the

23 wood.  And they're laying flat, setting rails on wood

24 there.  Nothing to held them down.  I've seen that

25 personally myself.  How do you hold those rails down?
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1 You don't need a rotating train.

2                 (comment concluded)

3 ROSA MORENO AND ELSA MORENO: (via interpreter) We live

4 at 1295 Cornelia Street in Pomona, California.  We live

5 also near the 71 Highway and the 10 freeway, near where

6 they are proposing to build the high-speed train rail.

7     The first comment, what is going to happen with us

8 if they're going to relocate us, and if this project

9 will affect us.  And we are happy that Pomona will

10 benefit from the project and provide jobs.  It seems to

11 be a very good project.

12       We want to know more about the relocation property

13 acquisition process once a decision is made for the

14 alignment, and we want to continue to be informed of any

15 new developments that affect us directly.  We are

16 concerned about how that will affect our home and our

17 community.  We are hopeful that this project will

18 benefit our community.

19             (comment concluded)

20      MARK ANTHONY SMITH:  I live at 965 North Lilac

21 Place, Pomona, California 91768.  I think that when they

22 were saying that they want to have only one stop between

23 Union Station and Ontario Airport, it doesn't make any

24 sense, meaning you have two major interchanges between

25 Ontario and Union Station, and those interchanges is the
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1 57/210/10 freeway, and then you have the 71 that can

2 also feed into it.  Then on the 10 route you have the

3 605/10.

4      And the reason why they need stops at those areas

5 is because you serve a lot of people with ease that

6 could come down.  Like, for instance, if you went with

7 the 10/605 interchange, what would happen is people can

8 come down from Duarte, Pasadena, and Monrovia and all

9 those cities in the foothills, they come down.  People

10 from Whittier and the areas south can come up.  And

11 people in that immediate area, Baldwin Park, West Covina

12 and Rosemead to the west can all come in.  In other

13 words, perfect feeder, right?

14     Then out near Pomona you can serve this eastern end

15 of the San Gabriel Valley, because if you were to put a

16 stop at either Cal Poly or the 57/210 interchange,

17 because it's in that area, you would have people to be

18 able to come down from San Dimas, La Verne, Glendora,

19 and going to the east, Claremont, Montclair, coming up,

20 Diamond Bar, and to the west, Walnut.  From the east,

21 maybe some people from Montclair and Chino.

22        But those two interchanges serve to make it

23 easier for people to feed into it if you were to come

24 down the 10 route, or if you were to use the railroad

25 tracks, the old Southern Pacific Railroad tracks which
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1 is the new Union Pacific tracks, if you were to come

2 down that route, those would be the best interchanges

3 because they're right there for people to come there,

4 and you would have to just set stations in that vicinity

5 and it would be easy access for the different freeways

6 feeding into it.

7        But my feeling is that to just have one stop

8 between Los Angeles Union Station and Ontario doesn't

9 make any sense because this area is big, and they have

10 the populace to support it.

11       I guess that's it.

12                 (comment concluded)
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA   )

                      ) ss.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

3

4           I, RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305, do hereby

5 certify:

6           That the Transcript of Proceedings was taken

7 down by me in shorthand at the time and place therein

8 named, at which times the witnesses were placed under

9 oath and were sworn by me to tell the truth, the whole

10 truth, and nothing but the truth;

11           That the foregoing pages contain a full, true

12 and accurate record of all proceedings and testimony to

13 the best of my skill and ability.

14           I further certify that I am neither counsel

15 for any party in said action, nor am I related to any

16 party to said action, nor am I in any way interested in

17 the outcome thereof.

18           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name

19 this 30th day of October, 2009.

20

21

22                         ___________________________

23                         RUBEN GARCIA, CSR No. 11305

24
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1       CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN PROJECT

2                 SCOPING MEETING
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13     Scoping meeting taken at Shepherd of the

14     Hills United Methodist Church, 333 S. 

15     Garfield Avenue, Monterey Park, California, 

16     commencing at 3:00 p.m., Wednesday,

17     October 21, 2009, before Katherine Jones,       

18     CSR NO. 10097. 
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1        Wednesday, October 21, 2009; 3:00 p.m.

2               Monterey Park, California

3

4                        -oOo-

5

6           KEN STERLING:  My only comment is in choosing

7 between the two routes, it seems so me, to make more sense

8 to make the 215 go through San Bernardino, for two reasons:

9 You open up more Inland Empire access for folks in San

10 Bernardino and farther out, and eventually, go through the

11 pass towards Vegas and Phoenix, and that's a perfect place

12 to cut off and go in that other direction.  You're already

13 there, so why not?

14

15             PAUL SCHUBER:  The 60 Route, I like that, versus

16 the Union Pacific Route because it doesn't impact as much

17 residental or other areas there.  I like the I-10 Route east

18 of that, versus the Metro Route or the UP Route, because it

19 will -- it will, hopefully, allow a station right there on

20 the 10, which will alleviate traffic on the 10.

21           The next one would be, I like the 15 route versus

22 the 215 route for development of the new areas of Riverside

23 County.  I find that the route using the 215 goes far out

24 and provides a lot of different turns that would slow down

25 the railroad and put it in areas that aren't very
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1 economically favorable.

2           And then, I like the Escondido option, transit

3 center, versus the Escondido Station.  It provides

4 intermodal transportation connections with other modes.

5           The next one I like is the Mira Mar Road versus

6 the Carol Canyon option, because it doesn't impact the

7 environment as much.

8           And then, next to that would be, I like the

9 University City option station, versus the University City

10 station, because it would, then, be closer to the University

11 and, again, be able to connect with intermodal, as well.

12         (Proceedings concluded at 7:00 p.m.)
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )

                       )  SS.

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  )

3

4           I, KATHERINE JONES, Certified Shorthand Reporter

5 No. 10097 in the State of California, duly empowered to

6 administer oaths, certify:

7           That said Scoping Meeting was taken before me at

8 the time and place therein set forth and was taken down by

9 me in shorthand and thereafter transcribed under my

10 direction and supervision, and I hereby certify that the

11 foregoing deposition is a full, true, and correct transcript

12 of my shorthand notes so taken.

13           I further certify that I am neither counsel for,

14 nor related to any party to said action, nor in anywise

15 interested in the outcome thereof.

16           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my

17 name on this 29th day of October 2009.

18

19         _____________________________________

20            KATHERINE JONES, CSR NO. 10097

21

22

23

24
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